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Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-11 and 19-22 in the reply filed on 
01/14/2010 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-5, 8-1 1 and 19-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Aoki 
(US Patent #6,853,750). 

[Claim 1] 

A digital camera comprising (col. 4 lines 23-28): an imaging unit (CCD, col. 4 lines 37-41) 
operable to generate an image by photographing an object; a receiving unit (blinking light 
decoder 704 in figure 8) operable to receive information relating to image processing firom one 
or more transmission devices (subject 803 has a tag 802 in figure 10) and a judging unit (video 
processing device 706) operable to judge whether the image is to be ou^ut or not, based on the 
information received by the receiving unit and an output unit operable to, in accordance with the 
judgment made by the judging unit, output the image to a memory, or discard the image, the 
memory being readable by the digital camera (col. 5 lines 5-9, col. 7 lines 10-48, specifically col. 
7 lines 40-48) 
[Claim 2] 
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The digital camera of Claim 1, wherein the judging unit further judges whether the image is to be 
processed or not, and the output unit outputs the image to the memory without processing, or 
processes and outputs the image to the memory, in accordance with the judgment made by the- 
judging unit (col. 7 lines 40-57). 
[Claim 3] 

The digital camera of Claim 2, wherein the receiving unit includes: a first receiving unit operable 
to receive first information from a first transmission device; and a second receiving unit operable 
to receive second information indicating image modification corresponding to the object from a 
second transmission device, the judging unit makes the judgment based on the first information, 
and if the judging Unit judges that the image is to be processed and output, the output unit 
performs the image modification indicated by the second information on the image, and outputs 
the modified image to the memory (col. 7 lines 40-57). 
[Claim 4] 

The digital camera of Claim 3, wherein the output unit performs the image modification to make 
the image visually distinguishable (col. 7 lines 40-57). 
[Claim 5] 

The digital camera of Claim 4, wherein when the second receiving unit receives the second 
information, the judging unit examines whether the first receiving unit has received the first 
information, and if the first receiving unit has received the first information, the judging unit 
judges that the image is to be processed and output (col. 7 lines 40-57). 
[Claim 7] 
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The digital camera of Claim 3, wherein when the second receiving unit receives the second 
information, the judging unit examines whether the first receiving unit has received the first 
information, if the first receiving unit has received the first information, the judging unit judges 
that the image is to be output without being processed (col. 7 lines 40-57). 

[Claim 8] 

The digital camera of Claim 3, wherein when the second receiving unit receives the second 
information, the judging unit examines whether the first receiving unit has received the first 
information, if the first receiving unit has received the first information, the judging unit judges 
that the image is not to be output (col. 7 lines 40-57). 
[Claim 9] 

The digital camera of Claim 3, wherein the first transmission device is a gate which prestores the 
first information, and through which a user carrying the digital camera passes, and the second 
transmission device is an IC tag which prestores the second information, and which is attached 
to, hung around, or provided near the object (col. 7 lines 40-57). 
[Claim 10] 

The digital camera of Claim 9, fiirther comprising: a driving unit operable to, when detecting that 
a shutter release button included in the digital camera is pressed down, cause the imaging unit 
and the second receiving unit to operate concurrently 
[Claim 11] 

The digital camera of Claim 10, wherein the digital camera has a function as a mobile telephone 
for performing radio contmiunication (col. 4 lines 48-54). 
[Claim 19] 
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A digital camera system (col. 4 lines 23-28) including a digital camera that photographs an 
object, and a first transmission device that is attached to, hung around, or provided near the 
object, the digital camera comprising: an imaging unit (a camera inherently has an imaging unit) 
operable to generate an image by photographing the object; a receiving unit (blinking light 
decoder 704 in figure 8) operable to receive first information relating to image processing 
corresponding to the object, from the first transmission device; a judging unit (video processing 
device 706) operable to, based on the first information, judge whether the image is to be output 
without being processed, the image is to be processed and ou^ut, or the image is not to be 
output; and an output unit operable to, in accordance with the judgment made by the judging 
unit, output the image to a memory without processing, processes and outputs the image to the 
memory, or discards the image, the memory being readable-by the digital camera or an extemal 
device, and the first transmission device comprising: a first storing unit prestoring the first 
information; and a first transmission unit operable to transmit the first information to the digital 
camera (col. 5 lines 5-9, col. 7 lines 10-48, specifically col. 7 lines 40-48). 
[Claim 20] 

The digital camera system of claim 19, further including a second transmission device the second 
transmission device comprising: a second storing unit prestoring second information relating to 
image modification; and a second transmission unit operable to transmit the second information 
to the digital camera, wherein the receiving unit further receives the second information from the 
second transmission device, when a user carrying the digital camera passes through the second 
transmission device, and when the judging unit judges that the image is to be processed and 
output, the output unit performs the image modification indicated by the second information on 
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the image, in addition to the image processing indicated by the first information, and then 
outputs the modified image to the memory (col. 5 lines 5-9, col. 7 lines 10-48, specifically col. 7 
lines 40-48). 
[Claim 21] 

The digital camera system of claim 20, wherein the digital camera has a fiinction as a mobile 
telephone for performing radio communication (col. 4 lines 48-54). 
[Claim 22] 

The digital camera system of claim 21, fiirther including a terminal that generates a waming 
sound, the terminal being provided near the object, wherein the digital camera sends a signal to 
the terminal, concurrently with the generation of the image by the imaging unit, and the terminal 
comprises: a signal receiving unit operable to receive the signal from the digital camera; and a 
sound generating unit operable to generate a waming sound, when the signal receiving unit 
receives the signal (col. 10 lines 9-16). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
1 . Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YOGESH K. AGGARWAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7360. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571)-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Y ogesh K Aggarwal/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



